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From the President
Marty List

“You are never too old to set another goal
or to dream a new dream” – C. S. Lewis
The Spring months are a busy birthday time for our family and I decided to knock out all the
occasions in one shopping trip. I scoured the card aisle – too serious, too funny, too impersonal…..
I shifted my attention to the multitude of decade cards, “today you’re 50”, “60”, “70”, etc. I was
immediately drawn to the array of “100” cards, “Life begins at 100”, Wow, 100 years! What an
amazing milestone – Imagine the stories that a 100-year-old has, and then I remembered, Temple
Israel is turning 100 too!
While boasting that Temple Israel is the oldest Jewish institution in Palm Beach County, we reflect
upon our stories and all the changes we’ve experienced through the years. Different buildings,
locations and clergy. New families and founding members long past. What hasn’t changed is that
we remain the only Reform Jewish synagogue in the central Palm Beaches – with a supportive,
warm congregation that holds Temple Israel near and dear to their hearts. We are all part of this
100 year-old story.
So, what do we have in mind for our centennial? Exciting celebrations and changes! Our
Centennial Committees are planning many festivities beginning later this year, soon to be
announced. We want everyone to have an opportunity to be involved in the planning and
implementation of our various Centennial Celebration programs so please let us know if you would
like to volunteer in any way! Our Torah Restoration Project will culminate this fall during Simchat
Torah with dinner and a Klezmer band. Our Religious School is planning a new, exciting curriculum.
Our Rabbi and Cantor search committees are getting invigorated for success this summer. But
there’s more…
Temple Israel sits in the heart of West Palm Beach’s most vibrant area of development – the City
recently approved a major residential and commercial re-zoning along North Flagler Drive which will
bring thousands of families to our doorstep. This is a wonderful opportunity for Temple Israel to
grow, reinvigorating both our temple and membership, while remaining a shining star and the central
address for Judaism and Jewish education and culture in the Palm Beaches.
Over the last six to seven months, we have been in confidential conversations with a number of
developers who have expressed interest in our property. We have listened to their ideas, educated
each about Temple Israel’s history and prominence in the Jewish community and, more importantly,
shared Temple Israel’s goals as we begin our second century. We are extremely excited about the
course these discussions have taken.
One developer submitted a business proposal that was extremely responsive to Temple Israel’s
current and future needs, rebuilds our facilities on Flagler Drive overlooking the intracoastal and
provides us with opportunities we couldn’t have dreamed of before. Temple Israel’s Executive
Committee and Board of Directors just voted to recommend bringing this proposal to the entire
Temple membership while we pursue contract negotiations with this developer.
The final decision about moving forward with this plan belongs to all of us and will occur at a future
congregational meeting. In the meantime, we will be inviting our entire congregation to a series of
parlor meetings to learn more about the exciting opportunities before us in advance of a full
congregational meeting. Keep your eyes open for your invitation.
We are unbelievably excited about this proposal, the opportunities it will bring to secure and
enhance our position as the preeminent Reform Jewish congregation in the Palm Beaches and the
significant financial resources available to protect Temple Israel’s future. We can’t wait to discuss all
of this with you!
May 2022
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From the Rabbi

Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin
We need more Reform rabbis. The only answer is recruitment.
A few years ago, in the midst of a household move, I lost something very precious: my ordination
diploma. I felt many twinges of sadness – remembering the many teachers who had signed it, back
in May 1981. Many of them are now teaching in the Supernal Academy. While their signatures on
my life are indelible, their physical, ink signatures are gone.

It’s OK, actually. I remember when I became a rabbi. I also remember when I first thought of
becoming a rabbi.
It was precisely at this season in 1971. I was attending a Passover spring break program for teen
religious school assistant teachers, held at the Reform movement’s Camp Eisner in Great
Barrington, Massachusetts.

A then-young rabbinical student gave a series of talks on Jewish thought. It was like Sinai had
dropped into my lap. It was a sudden revelation of content and substance that I had never fully
encountered.
“This is so cool,” I remember saying. "I want to do this."
The rabbinical student and I took some long walks around the camp. By the time those walks were
over, he had convinced me (though it took no great effort): “Yes, you can do this.”
I write these words in the wake of one of the saddest weeks in the history of the American Reform
movement. Last week, the Board of Governors of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion voted overwhelmingly to “sunset” the rabbinical program at its flagship, historic campus in
Cincinnati.
In recent years, rabbinical students have increasingly voted with their feet. Upon their return from
the mandatory first year in Israel, they have preferred to study at the Los Angeles or New York
campuses. Over the past 15 years, enrollment in Cincinnati has fallen by 60%.
It is not only that fewer people want to study in Cincinnati; it is that fewer people want to study for
the Reform rabbinate – at all.
There has been a 37% decline in the number of Reform rabbinical students, with similar troubling
declines among Conservative rabbinical students as well.
Why? In the words of Casablanca: “round up the usual suspects.” Yes, the growing secularization
of American non-Orthodox Jews. Yes, the growing secularization of America in general. Yes, the
changing nature of the clergy profession itself.
But, there is far more to the crisis than this. Somewhere along the line, my colleagues and I forgot
that one of our primary duties was to raise up disciples, and to create a new generation of rabbis.
I had always thought that the Conservative movement had it figured out. I sensed that there was a
pipeline for Conservative youth – from United Synagogue Youth to the Leadership Training
Fellowship to Camp Ramah – ultimately to the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
From the vantage point of this outsider, it seemed to be intentional, coherent, and planned. True – it
was probably an elitist process, guaranteed to find and lift up the “best and the brightest.” For
decades, it worked.
Continued on next page
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Did we Reform Jews do that? Not exactly. True – most Reform rabbis have nurtured young
leaders. In every congregation that I have served, I would take kids aside and say to them, as that
long ago rabbi said to me: “You can do this. Think about becoming a rabbi.” Some even took me
up on it.
Rabbis always come to Reform summer camps. They teach; they interact informally with kids and
staff. It’s all good.
But, here is what we needed to do. We needed for rabbis to come to the pulpit in the woods on a
Shabbat morning, and to say very clearly: “Shabbat shalom. Right about now, there are about
twenty of you out there – kids and staff alike – who would make very good rabbis (or cantors, or
Jewish educators). Frankly, we need you. We need your minds, your souls, and your energy.
“So, at 5 o’clock this afternoon, you see that tree over there? I am going to be sitting there, and I
invite anyone who is even remotely thinking about a career in Judaism to come hang out with me.”
Simple. Elegant. And, it probably would have been effective. And, it still would and could be.
The Hebrew Bible is filled, famously, with “begats.” The Scriptures are obsessed with figuring out
whose father is who, and whose son is who. (Daughters? Not so much).
By the time we get to the period of the ancient sages, centuries after the Bible, there is a different
obsession. It is not: “Who begat whom? Where do you stand in the line of the generations?” It is:
“Who taught whom? Where do you stand in the line of the tradition?”
Those are worthy questions.
So, let me say it. There are kids in our religious school who would, in my judgement, make fine
rabbis. I have reached out to a few of them. They have not said “no.”

Which is good. We need more rabbis.

Congratulations to Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin
Rabbi Salkin is the recipient of the 2022 Wilbur Award, the highest honor the
Religion Communicators Council can bestow. He won the award for best
religion blog — “Martini Judaism: for those who want to be shaken and stirred,”
“enthusiastically endorsed by our judging panel for its excellence in
communicating religious or inspiring themes.” In Rabbi’s own words, “I am
humbled by this achievement. If my late mother were alive, she’d put the news
on the refrigerator.” Well, we may not have a refrigerator to share but we
certainly are putting this prestigious news in our Koleynu! Kol haKavod!

BEFORE YOU DO YOUR SHOPPING ON AMAZON, SIGN UP FOR AMAZON
SMILE AND TEMPLE ISRAEL WILL GET A DONATION!
It’s so easy! Amazon will donate to Temple Israel every time you use their “AmazonSmile” site. All
you need to do is sign up! “AmazonSmile” is the same Amazon you know and love. But by going
through their smile.amazon.com site, Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to us!
Choose “Temple Israel of West Palm Beach” as your charity. Then use smile.amazon.com for all
your purchases. It’s the easiest donation you’ll ever make!
May 2022

5

From the Executive Director

Karen Szteinberg, Temple Administrator/Executive Director

I have mixed feelings about Facebook. I scroll through mundane posts, send good wishes at
birthday reminders, and click “like” on photos of grandkids. I do not to share much of my own
personal life. But Facebook has two valuable aspects that always draw me in. First, it’s a wonderful
tool to disseminate information quickly to my friends or a larger audience and, second, it’s a means
of networking, an electronic form of Jewish Geography. I’m always amazed at how I share so many
mutual friends and the far-reaching relationships we all have.
Jews have always lived in a shtetl. It is human nature to feel more comfortable among your own
culture, language, people. Traditionally we are a matrilocal society, even if branching out to nearby
cities or attending distant colleges, and thus it makes sense that we know many of the same people.
But with longer lifespans, extended families, and alternate housing and work opportunities, we are
becoming more neolocal. It is not unusual for aging northerners to move south for a warmer climate,
for young adults working remotely to move out-of-state, and grandparents to move closer to their
grandchildren who have an affordable home in the Midwest. But while our home roots still exist, our
shtetls are becoming more divided.
Are these moves detrimental to our Jewish identity? Not necessarily, but it does mean that we need
to focus on retaining our identity as there’s no longer an eruv of sorts. We may also need to reenvision a Jewish identity as many people no longer feel the need to be affiliated. But to do this, we
first need to invite people in and see what they want and need.
A 2020 Brandeis study* reported approx. 6 million Jewish adults in the United States; of these, 5
million identify themselves as Jewish. Age-wise, 26% are 18-34, 26% are 35-54, 35% are 55-74,
and 14% are 75+. Florida is among the top Jewish populous states with 10% here. (The others are
New York 21%, California 15%., New Jersey 8% and Pennsylvania 5%, noting our influx from the
northern states.) Almost 16% of Palm Beach County’s population is Jewish (243,000 Jews) and the
average age is 40 years old. So why am I giving you these statistics?
It's back to what I said about Facebook. I don’t know the 200,000 Jews in our temple catchment
area but I do know many with mutual friends, many with mutual acquaintances, and many friends of
friends, and I bet many of our members do too. Our temple Facebook page, with its interesting
articles and event postings, has almost 1000 followers, plus we send two eblasts each week to
about 1200 people, of which 600 open the emails. Quite impressive, but I still hear from members
that they didn’t know of an event or time change, and I also get questioned about what marketing our
temple does to secure new members.

Our emails and Facebook posts are the easiest and quickest way to receive important information.
Please read our emails and posts! But more so, “like” our Facebook page, share our Facebook
posts and tell your friends about us. Bring them with you to our services and programs. And check
out your friends’ friends on Facebook… you’ll be amazed at how many mutual friends or friends of
friends you may have!
*https://ajpp.brandeis.edu/documents/2020/JewishPopulationDataBrief2020.pdf

Temple Israel’s Centennial – Committees, Plans & Celebrations
Our Centennial Chairs are busy brainstorming and planning committees and events, and we hope
all of our congregants will take an active role. More information on how you can join a committee or
be involved will be distributed soon!
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The Mussar Moment
Rabbi Emeritus Howard Shapiro

It is sometime in between Passover and Shavuot as these words hit your mailbox. And if you follow
the different ways that the Jewish calendar differentiates time, we are counting the Omer. That
means we are marking the days between our liberation from Egypt and our commitment to purpose
(God) at Sinai. That means we are trying to remember that leaving Egypt was just the beginning.
The desert floor at the foot of the mountain would instruct us that the gift of liberation comes with an
obligation. Or to say it in the words of the Exodus authors, Moses did not just say: “Let my people
go”. He told Pharoah: “Let my people go that they may serve Me.”
So, there’s lots of ways to parse that last sentence. What does it mean to serve God? (Especially if
theologically you have a hard time with the God thing.) For me it is all about “Gratitude”. In Mussar
terminology, gratitude is called “Hakarat HaTov” – Recognizing the Good. It is not a passive
undertaking but an active pursuit of identifying that which is a blessing in your life. It might sound a
bit pollyannish but people who call themselves “happiness coaches” and positive psychologists
channel the Mussar Masters when they say that gratitude is the foundation of happiness. Well, to
be totally honest about Mussar, I’m not really convinced that happiness is their goal. Being holy is;
perfecting yourself to serve others is; elevating your ability to face life’s challenges is…. And
gratitude is foundational to all of that.
Which brings me to this book called, “The 5-Minute Gratitude Journal” by Sophia Godkin. She
defines gratitude as “the feeling of appreciation for the people, experiences and things in our lives
that helped or supported us in some way.” The book is filled with quotes and exercises in the way
of prompts to help us “recognize the good” in our lives. I know that I need encouragement to see
there is more to life than the horrors of the evening news or the health challenges that tend to
dominate our conversations as we age. Mussar recognizes those things are real. But so is the
blessing of my fingers striking the laptop’s keyboard as it transforms my thoughts into letters. Or so
is this morning’s dawn as the sun announced a new day and a new opportunity to love. Or so are
the people in my life who walk with me on this journey to eternity.
I leave you with one of the author’s prompts: “the greatest benefit of being alive right now….”
Surely there is one. Name it; feel it; build on it. And in the words of the Psalmist: “It is good to give
thanks …..”

Our Food Pantry Collection is Back!
Please drop off your donations of unperishable food in our Temple Lobby Collection
Bin to be brought to the Food Pantry and distributed to those in need. Thank you!

WINE TASTING IS FUN! SIGN UP NOW!
Learn about different wines while having fun! We’re excited about an idea that Fred
Apel introduced us to, whereby a group of approximately eight members and guests
sample wines. The hosts would alternate between homes or at Temple (hosting once
each) and would be responsible for buying and presenting the different wines usually of
one theme, such as California red wines or different Chardonnays. This is a wonderful
way to meet friends, learn something new and explore your palates! For more info or to
sign up, contact Karen at (561) 833-8421 or karen@temple-israel.com.
May 2022
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Religious School

Jackie Klein, Religious School & Youth Programming Director

This has not been an easy article to write. I really struggled with the right words to share with you that
I will be leaving at the end of May. My time at Temple Israel has been one of accomplishment, pride,
and love, and I will miss my students, our members and our staff. However, I have been offered an
opportunity in northern Florida which was so aligned to my professional dreams that I simply could not
turn it down.
I often say that building community through the lenses of Jewish text is my North Star and so I went to
the texts to help me find just the right words.
I went to Sefaria, one of the largest online databases of Jewish sources. I searched for the key words
“saying goodbye” and immediately saw a familiar text that always makes me smile when reading it. I
invite you to learn with me the following peace of Talmud.
Taanit 7a:12
Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak said: Why are words of Torah likened to a tree, as it says in Proverbs
3:18: “It is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it” (Proverbs 3:18)?

This section of Talmud starts off with a familiar verse for anyone who has attended a Torah service. It
is the start to a well-known refrain sung as the Torah is paraded through the congregation. Part of
what I’ve hoped to impart over the last few years at Temple Israel is that we are part of a larger
conversation. Our Jewish tradition does not end with the Torah over 5000 years ago. It has continued
like a tree does throughout the generations. The tree will continue to thrive here at Temple Israel for
many years to come.
The Gemarah continues….
This verse comes to tell you that just as a small piece of wood can ignite a large piece, minor Torah
scholars can sharpen great Torah scholars and enable them to advance in their studies.
I have been blessed to be ignited by many of our students at Temple Israel. They have been an
inspiration for my own personal growth and the growth that has occurred within the school.
And this is what Rabbi Ḥanina said: I have learned much from my teachers and even more
from my friends, but from my students, I have learned more than from all of them.
Rabbi Hanina was incredibly aware of the joy that comes from being a teacher. Being a Jewish
educator has never been about what will I say in a lecture to students. It has always been about what
can I say that will spark the right question from a student to continue their learning. I walk into the
classroom with the expectation that I will learn from my students. Our youth have continuously lived
up to this expectation.
Our students have proven themselves that while they are small in numbers, they are mighty in
character, personality, self-awareness, and knowledge. I have learned that they are comfortable with
asking difficult questions and not accepting status quo. Our students have taught me that we must
continue to strive to be a light upon the nations, even if it is the more difficult choice. They have
taught me that it is always the right time to extend a smile in an effort to meet a new friend, and that
there is always time to sing and make T’filah your own. Our students have shown me time and again
that every single one of us is a unique soul who deserves to be listened to without judgment.
8
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I am so incredibly grateful to have spent the last three years at Temple Israel learning with everyone.
I’m so excited to hear from afar how our youth continue to grow. And I hope you bear with me over
the next month as I individually express the gratitude many times over!
The month of May still has many moments of learning to come as we close out this school year.
We will be celebrating our confirmands Maya Green, Jordan Matias, Sophia Feuer, and Delia Hartley.
They will be joined in song by our young students during Education and Confirmation Shabbat on May
6th followed by a special Shabbat dinner that was planned and prepared by students.
We will join our Temple Israel Team to run for Israel during the Jewish Federation of Palm Beach
County’s Israel Days 5K on May 15th.
Our Madrichim will help kick off the Centennial Year with a wonderful presentation they have worked
on with Ron Goldenson, to share with the community during a Temple-wide brunch.
We will celebrate with the Matias and Hartley families as Adam, Everett and JoJo become B’nai
Mitzvah.
Finally I leave you with this last text,
Berakhot 64a:9
And Rabbi Avin HaLevi said: One who takes leave from another should not say to him: Go in
peace, but rather, he should say: Go to peace. As we see that, on the one hand, Jethro said to
Moses: “Go to peace” (Exodus 4:18), and Moses ascended and was successful.
Lech L’Shalom, Go to Peace. I know that while there might not be answers right away, the youth at
Temple Israel will be successful over the coming years. Mazel tov on all of your achievements so far,
and thank you for allowing me the privilege of learning with you.

With Appreciation…
As we bid farewell to Jackie Klein, our Religious School & Youth
Programming Director, we thank her for all she has done for our students and
Temple Israel including 100% retention each year, enhancing the curriculum,
engaging our madrichim and growing our youth programs, and starting a new
Young Adult group. Thank you, Jackie. We wish you the very best in all of
your future endeavors!

Upcoming Religious School & Youth Programs






Friday, May 6 at 6:30pm - Education Shabbat and Confirmation
Sunday, May 15 at 7am – “Israel Days 5K” at Dreher Park (a program of Jewish Federation of
Palm Beach County).
Sign-up on the race website under our Temple Israel team!
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/WestPalmBeach/IsraelIndependenceDay5K
Sunday, May 22 at 10:30am - Final Day and Brunch - RSVP to Jackie@temple-israel.com
Sunday, May 22 at 3pm-6:30pm - LGBTQ+ Teen Space Kick Off Event and Masquerade Party
May 2022
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Sisterhood Corner

Deborah Hirsch, Communications Vice President

Sisterhood Shabbat: Join us at 6:30 p.m. Friday, May 13, as we celebrate the Sisterhood and all
it does for Temple Israel. Rabbi Salkin will lead services, with Sisterhood members participating in
special readings and presentations. All Sisterhood members are invited to participate. Contact
chairs Karen List (karelito@aol.com) or Sammy Alzofon (sammy.alzofon@gmail.com) for more
information.
Elections: As our calendar runs from June 1-May 31, Sisterhood is rapidly approaching the end of
another year. Our Annual Election and Installation of Officers will be held 4 p.m. Sunday, May 22
via Zoom. All are welcome. We will be brainstorming ideas for the upcoming year. Please contact
our Nominating Committee Chair Karen List at karelito@aol.com or Beryle Goverman at
bevgoverman@gmail.com if you’re interested in joining our dynamic board of directors.
Gift Shop: Whether holiday-themed or general Judaica, the Temple Gift Shop is your one-stop
shopping experience. Our Fundraising Vice President Lynn Levy is happy to place special orders.
Contact her at 561-632-1877 or LRL5194LL@gmail.com.
Supporting Members: Please remember that all female members of Temple Israel are
automatically Sisterhood members. However, our Supporting Members go the extra mile in
helping to expand our programming. If you aren’t already, please consider becoming a Supporting
Member for only $36. Simply send your check (indicating Sisterhood in the memo line) to the
temple office or include it with your statement payment.

LIFE & LEGACY RECOGNITION
On April 6th, the Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County recognized all of its Life & Legacy
partners at Temple Israel. How wonderful it was having so many esteemed colleagues and
altruistic donors on our campus enjoying our Carter Ballroom and our stunning water views.
Pictured below is Rabbi Salkin and Michael Hoffman welcoming everyone. If you would like to be
part of our Life & Legacy society to ensure the future of Temple Israel for generations to come,
please contact Karen Szteinberg at (561) 833-8421 or karen@temple-israel.com.
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OUR BNAI MITZVAH STUDENTS
We are so excited for our students and families as we prepare for three Bnai Mitzvah this
month. We wish them all a heartfelt Mazel Tov! We share the below words from the proud
parents:
ADAM MATIAS
Adam is a seventh-grade student who enjoys math. Adam has been in Boy
Scouts since first grade. He enjoys many activities such as scouting for
food which is when food is collected within the community and donated to a
local food bank during Thanksgiving time. He also enjoys drawing abstract
and whimsical art, is a member of his school choir and enjoys participating
in choir competitions, and in his leisure time he enjoys watching anime as
well as listening to music.

EVERETT AND JOHANNA HARTLEY

Adam

When Everett and Johanna were young, passersby often would do a doubletake in an effort to
assess whether they were twins. And while they are in actuality a big brother and little sister, at
home we do at times call them the Twinsies. Like twins, they share many wonderful qualities.
Both are gifted musicians, smart as smart can be, and LOL funny. But as time passes, they
continue to develop into unique individuals. After many years of competitive swimming, Evie has
turned to tennis as his sport whereas
Jojo has stuck with swimming but now
plays soccer too. Everett loves his
legos (for which he has a special
knack) and Xbox while Johanna likes
musicals and performing in the theater
(a born actress if there ever was
one). Yet they are identical when they
set their minds to something, they are
unstoppable, and they keep their
family on their toes. Life with Everett
and Johanna is chaotic, eventful, and
overflowing with joy and love. And like
so many times before, we are proud of
them and honored to be a part of this
Madsen, Everett, Alexa, Johanna, Delia, Charles

HELP CREATE LASTING FRIENDSHIPS AND NEW MEMBERS
Our Membership Committee, chaired by Stephen Goldstein, is planning new engagement
opportunities and needs your help! If you know of a friend, family member, neighbor, acquaintance
or colleague who could benefit by being a member of Temple Israel, let us know. Do you know
someone in need of spiritual guidance, looking for interesting programs, or who is lonely and
needs a stimulating conversation or friend? Contact Karen Szteinberg at (561) 833-8421 or
karen@temple-israel.com and we will reach out to them with a warm and friendly conversation.

May 2022
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YOUNG ADULTS MEET & GREET
In April, Temple Israel hosted 30 young adults at a fun evening
co-sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County
and assisted by the Jewish 20 and 30 Palm Beach. The event
began in our kitchen where they made matzah bark in time for
Passover (loads of chocolate and fun) followed by drinks and
appetizers in our waterview courtyard. There were engaging
conversations, plenty of laughter and even some games
including an Israel-inspired Jenga trivia. Kudos to Jackie Klein
for taking the lead on this event as well as Marla Topial (of the
Jewish Federation) and Rebecca Landerman (Coordinator of
Jewish 20 and 30.) If you know someone who would like to be
part of this young adult group (ages 21+), contact either Jackie
at jackie@temple-israel.com or the temple office at (561) 8338421 or tioffice@temple-israel.com.
Making Matzah Bark
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Enjoying Cocktails, Conversations & A View

May 2022
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TEMPLE ISRAEL VISITED THE SISTINE CHAPEL
Or rather, the Michelangelo Sistine Chapel Exhibit at the Armory Art Center. Our members began
their day enjoying brunch hors d’oeuvres hosted by Pam Wiener and Bill Baker at their home
followed by attending the mesmerizing and immersive Sistine Chapel exhibit led by our personal
docent and artist Mark Cohen. We thank Elaine Feldmesser for organizing this program as well as
Pam, Bill and Mark.
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TEA & SYMPHONY

In April, our President’s Circle members were delighted by
a quintet of the Palm Beach Symphony followed by friendly
conversations, delicious tea and snacks as the serenade
continued after the performance. We are grateful to our
anonymous donors for underwriting the quintet and to Amy
and Michael Jonas’ coordination of the entire program.
Our President’s Circle is vital to the operations of our synagogue and its members also enable us to
offer our services and programs to those in need. Throughout the year, our PC members are
treated to appreciation events such as the recent Tea & Symphony; prior happenings include wine
tastings, an Intracoastal boat cruise and special meet and greets with Simply Jewish presenters. To
join or learn more about this generous circle, please contact either PC Co-Chair Amy Jonas at (561)
714-9000 or Karen Szteinberg at (561) 833-8421 or karen@temple-israel.com.

May 2022
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THE HINEINI TRIP
Rabbi Salkin has returned from his Hineini Trip, a mission of more than 25 Reform rabbis for the
purpose of bringing pastoral support and supplies to Ukrainian refugees in Krakow, Poland.
Hineini means “I am here” which is precisely what he told Jewish and other refugees who are
flooding into Poland. “We are here for you.” They brought supplies of medicine, clothing, toiletries
and more. They brought spiritual support and even led Passover seders. They did whatever they
could to bear witness to the greatest refugee crisis of our generation.
We thank all those who donated supplies and funds to help our Ukrainian friends and families.
And we profoundly thank Rabbi Salkin for organizing this trip, representing our community, our
Jewish people, our nation and all mankind to help those in such dire need.
Left- A relief worker at the
Poland-Ukraine border
cheers up a Ukrainian
refugee child with “cosmetic
therapy”,
Right - Ukrainian refugees
line up at the JCC in
Krakow for relief, housing
and sustenance,
Far right - Ukrainian
refugees, in traditional
costume, at the Seder for
refugees and relief workers

Ukrainian refugees at the Seder for
refugees at the JCC Krakow

Shoah survivors at special Seder for
survivors at the JCC Krakow

Jonathan Ornstein, executive director
of JCC Krakow, Rabbi Salkin

Rabbis and cantors of Hineini Trip
with supplies brought for distribution
to refugees at JCC Krakow

Rabbi Salkin (rear, right) helps lead the
Passover Seder for Ukrainian refugees
at the JCC Krakow

Rabbi Salkin with international relief
workers at the refugee center on the
Poland Ukraine border

16

Koleynu

OUR CHAROSET TEAM MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR THE PASSOVER SEDER AT TI

A DELICIOUS CHOCOLATE SEDER AT TEMPLE ISRAEL

A small but mighty group of our youth
joined for our chocolate seder. They
had lots of yummy goodies and
shared what was most meaningful
about their Seders with their families.
Want to try one of their favorite
chocolate snacks? Try mixing
chocolate frosting, chocolate chips,
sour gummies and marshmallows
(the suggested Hillel sandwich
mixture.)
May 2022
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A ZISSEN PASSOVER SEDER
How wonderful to have celebrated our Second Night Community Seder together again at Temple
Israel. Approximately 115 members and guests enjoyed a delightful seder and meal, catered by
Wellington Hospital Group, as well as our innovative charoset bar of the Ashkenazi traditional
charoset, one with dates, a Tex-Mex version and more. Temple President Marty List led the initial
services and seder, filling in for Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin who was delayed in his return from his Hineini
Trip. But we prevailed, just like so many, many years ago, and we left two extra cups of wine… one
for Elijah and one for Rabbi who arrived in time to dine and to finish leading the seder and reward
our youth who searched for the afikomen.
This year’s Passover seder was generously sponsored by Howard Berman, Barbara Brizel, Zelda
Mason, Gerry Model and Judy & Alan Shuster, plus several others who kindly donated to cover the cost
of those in financial need. We applaud our Passover Co-Chairs Charlie Eaton and Beryle Goverman,
and are so grateful to Valerie Eaton, Michell Escobar, Jacqueline Palmer and Karen Szteinberg for doing
the lion’s share as well. Additional support from Barbara Hatzfeld and Jackie Klein was also appreciated.
Our charoset-making team included Howard Berman, Charlie & Valerie Eaton, Carlos Escobar, guest TM
Pantani and Janice Rosenberg. Thank you all!
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Simply Jewish Series: IMAM ABDULLAH ANTEPLI
On March 25th and 26th, our Simply Jewish series brought us Imam Abdullah Antepli. The depth and
spirituality behind his words were moving and inspirational as he spoke from a Muslim perspective.
We spoke of fostering a deeper sense of communication and understanding, and we delved into the
words of both the Torah and Koran. At our Saturday brunch, we discussed Israel, Zionism and
religious extremism. We thank our Simply Jewish sponsors – Zelda Mason and Rabbi Howard
Shapiro – for bringing us this series through the Kraft Cultural Fund and The Next Person I Want
You to Meet Fund; we are grateful to Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin for recommending his friend and colleague
to speak with us; and we greatly appreciate Fred Apel, Earnton Mosley, Jacqueline Palmer and
Karen Szteinberg for their assistance in creating our brunch.

Above: The sponsors’ dinner with Imam Antepli, Imam Antepli’s Friday evening presentation, Oneg
Right: Torah Study with Imam Antepli, Preparing for the brunch, Brunch
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as of 4-19-2022
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support Temple Israel by
remembering and honoring their friends and loved ones through their
generous contributions.

GENERAL DONATION

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Audrey Green & Rishi
Bandopadhay's Aufruf
Barbara Gray's Birthday
Birth of Eunice & Jim Baros'
Grandson Michael Benjamin Platt
Birth of Irv Silver's Grandson
Aiden
Amy & Michael Jonas
Gratitude for 2021
Gratitude for 2022
Denise Williams

Patti & Larry Abramson
Angelica & Adrian Sandoval

in honor of

in memory of

Ruth Smith
Suzette & Jeffrey Gingold
LIST CHALLENGE
in honor of

Ellen and Our Wedding
Anniversary
Ellen & Robert Wacks
MITZVAH FUND
in honor of

Eunice & Jim Baros Becoming
Grandparents
Ellen & Ron Goldenson's
Anniversary
Irma Morris
RHS LECTURE SERIES
in memory of

Arthur Lewis
Cynnie List
Eunice & Jim Baros

in honor of

ROSS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
FUND
in honor of

Ellen & Ron Goldenson
Jackie Klein
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
in memory of

H.M. Blicher
Doris Ellenbogen
UKRAINE DONATIONS
in memory of

Morrie Berger
Eunice & Jim Baros
Sylvia & Robert Kaplan
Emily Gottschalk
VINEBERG FLORAL FUND
in memory of

Judith Goldblatt
Rose Jacobs
Marcy & Wolfgang Grieter
Theodore Hollin
Sandra & Harris Hollin
Please note that the above
donations are tributes; we thank all
those who have donated to Temple
Israel towards the Hineini Trip, List
Family Campaign, Passover seder
and so many other programs.

BIMAH FLOWERS
Our Sanctuary is stunning and flowers can add to its
beauty! Whether in honor of a special occasion or in
memory of a loved one, consider sponsoring a floral
arrangement for our bimah ($175). You can specify
the Erev Shabbat date or consider contributing to
the Vineberg Floral Fund for our ongoing floral décor
needs. For more information contact the Office at
(561) 833-8421 or tioffice@temple-israel.com
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YAHRZEIT DONATION
in memory of

Nathan Abramson
Ruth Abramson
Phyllis Alexander
Cherri &
Michael Alexander
Sadie Aronberg
Sally Golden
Dave Aronberg
Helene Axelrod
Meg & Jay Axelrod
Bella Belilty
Eliane Belilty
Zahrie Belilty
Sultana Escola
Jacqueline &
Bernard Kandel
Robert Marvin Dickman
Maureen Dickman-Katz
Morton W. Gilbert
Sherri Gilbert
Anna Gottlieb
Ibby Lucas
Grace & Louis Gottlieb
Sharon Hotchkiss
Norma Guthman
Deanna & Ed Roos
Simion Kosberg
Carol Kosberg
Eli Morrow
Lee & Stephen Goldstein
Frieda Moskowitz
Roberta Cirino
Joan Terr Ronis
Judy Kanter
Ibby Lucas
Charles Shapiro
Eileen &
Rabbi Howard Shapiro
Jack Silver
Lisa Caplan & Irv Silver
Adel Solomovitz
Giselle Solomovitz Pechet
Morris Steiner
Diane & Michael Steiner
Koleynu

1
2
3
4
4
5
6
7
7
7
8
9
9
10
10
12
12
15
15

Wendy Miller
Fred Weissman
Barbara Horowitz
Dave Aronberg
Sydelle Neustein
Zachary Stewart
Susan Rieser
Teresa Aaron
Naomi Kaslow
Gerald Modell
Helen Mudrick
Harriet Miller
Lindsey Sachs
Sophia Feuer
Adrian Sandoval
Frances Levy
Dale Rands
Lori Ackerman
Herman Robinson

16
16
16
17
18
19
21
21
21
21
23
23
24
25
26
26
28
30
30
31

Edith Belilty
Manuel Matias
Tracy Simkowitz
Maureen Dickman-Katz
Samara Vilca
Elyse Weissman
Benjamin Devore
Lewis Kapner
Lee Marsh
Adam Matias
Ann Kritzer
Daniel Sandoval
Howard Green
Suzette Gingold
Rachel Fendrich
Alison Goldberger
Scott Bentolila
Jourdan Escobar
Iris Koller
Bernard Kandel

8
10
14
15
16
18
22
24
26
31

Gee Gee & Jim Eisenberg
Karen & Sam Lederman
Adrianne & Fred Weissman
Alisa & Marvin Maltz
Suzette & Jeffrey Gingold
Jacqueline Michel & David Weisman
Roslyn & Ted Leopold
Judy & Alan Shuster
Julie & Lee Marsh
Cindy & Jay Kreisberg

PLANNING ASSURES THAT YOUR WISHES ARE CARRIED OUT
Temple Israel has a section in the Star of David Cemetery with plots still available for
purchase by any Temple Israel Member at $5,000, considerably less than the cost of
purchasing them directly from Star of David. Temple Israel also has an affiliation with
Eternal Light Memorial Gardens for your consideration and planning.
Advanced funeral arrangements will be comforting for your loved ones during their
grieving. For more information, contact Karen Szteinberg at (561) 833-8421 or
karen@temple-israel.com.

✡ Eunice and Jim Baros on the birth of their first grandchild, Michael
Benjamin Platt, on March 29th and proud parents Hope Baros Platt
and Alex Platt.
✡ Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin on his son Gabriel’s engagement to Erica
Feldman.
✡ Amy and Don Carter on the engagement of Amy’s daughter Maddy Fromer
to Jeremy Banon.
✡ Joanne and Howard Green on the aufruf of their daughter Audrey and future
son-in-law Rishi Bandopadhay, with much love to the lucky couple as well!
Wishing you all many more simchas and mazel!
Rishi & Audrey
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Thank you to our advertisers and Media Mavens
Call the Temple office at (561) 833-8421 to reserve your space.

TREE OF LIFE
To purchase a leaf to
honor a loved one, contact
us at
(561) 833-8421 or
tioffice@temple-israel.com
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Fires of the Jewish Spirit
May is the Hebrew month of Iyer which includes
the counting of the Omer – a special daily mitzvah.
On Lag B’Omer (May 18/19), we celebrate the
end of the mourning period of Rabbi Akiva’s
students who perished from a plague caused by
their lack of respect. Bonfires are traditionally lit,
representing the light received from our teachings.
Iyer is also known as the month of healing.
May we all soon heal and celebrate the end of our
current plague, with love, wisdom and respect!
The mourning period ends with Shavuot on June
4/5; we hope to see you at our Shavuot program.
More info coming soon.

