(page 10-11)

(Back cover)

June/July 2019 • Volume 4, Issue 10

CO-PRESIDENTS
Elaine Feldmesser
Judy Shuster
PRESIDENT-ELECT
Marty List
1901 North Flagler Drive
West Palm Beach, FL 33407
(561) 833-8421

VICE PRESIDENTS
Don Carter
Sherry Jacobs
Amy Jonas
Carole Klein
Terry Resk
Carol Safran

Visit www.temple-israel.com for
the latest info/updates
about events and programs.
Like us on Facebook
Search for: Temple Israel, West Palm Beach

SECRETARY
Tracy Simkowitz

Inside

TREASURER
Mark Feldmesser

Ads ............................................................... 13,16-17
Anniversaries ......................................................... 15
Birthdays ................................................................ 15
Calendar............................................................ 18-19
Contributions .......................................................... 14
Presidents Message ................................................. 4
Rabbi’s Message...................................................... 3
The Mussar Moment ................................................ 5

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Larry Abramson**
Lori Ackerman
Mary Arpe
Stuart Bagatell
Michell Escobar
Michael Gelfand
Roger Hork
Barry Horowitz
Michael Jonas*
Harry Kaufman
Sheila Lutin
Diana Nussbaum
Zachary Stewart
Jennifer Strauss
Pam Wiener

RABBI
Cookie Lea Olshein

CANTOR
Michael Kruk
RABBI EMERITUS
Howard Shapiro, D.D.

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT
Sandra Sternfeld
Thanks to our MEDIA MAVENS for
sponsoring our printed bulletin and website:

BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT
Charlie Eaton

Don Carter
Judy and Alan Shuster
Barbara Levine
Nancy and Barry Horowitz
Allen and Zelda Mason

*Immediate Past President
**Penultimate Past President

22

Inspiration
Inspiration || Celebration
Celebration || Transformation
Transformation

Koleynu
Koleynu

From the Rabbi
Rabbi Cookie Lea Olshein

Do Jewish Teachings Feel Optional in Your Life ...
or Does "Commandedness" Resonate With You?
Beginning the night of Saturday, June 8th, Jews around the world will celebrate the holiday
of Shavuot, which remembers God giving the Ten Commandments to Moses, who then
transmitted them to the Israelite people. The question the Sages struggled with became the
question of the difference between celebrating the "giving" of the Ten Commandments and
"receiving" them, which means that, while the holiday traditionally celebrates the "giving,"
perhaps the holiday only really matters if we celebrate actually "receiving" them?
Which leads me to ask the question: do you feel commanded to "do Jewish"?
What is your connectedness to your Judaism? Do you embrace Judaism as a valuesoriented system that makes intellectual sense to follow? Do you connect with your Judaism
on an ethnic/cultural level ... or perhaps more from a sense of belonging/peoplehood? Do
you feel commanded to follow Jewish laws and traditions as a result of a relationship with a
higher power/God? Or, might there be some combination of all of these that resonate with
you, with different intensities applying at different times in your life?
I imagine that, for most of us, our obligation to remain connected to the Jewish community,
and to "do Jewish," really is some combination of all of these, depending on stage of life and
how we choose to prioritize our time. Shavuot offers us an opportunity to rededicate
ourselves to connecting with the teachings of our heritage regarding commandedness.
Shavuot was when we thanked God for the first fruits of the harvest season. While gathering
the first fruits of harvest seems far from most of our daily activities, the metaphor remains
powerful: if we nurture (plant) goodness in our fields, we will be rewarded with bountiful
crops for which we should express our appreciation.
What goodness have you planted that you should stop, even for a moment, to acknowledge
and thank God for? What small acts could you plant now like fruits in a field of goodness
before we celebrate Sukkot, which acknowledges the end of the harvest season?
At the request of our Religious Practices Committee, our Social Action/Social Justice
Committee has planned a special learning program and social action opportunity for Erev
Shavuot where we can plant seeds of goodness on the issue of homelessness. Please join
us Saturday, June 8th, at 7:00pm, when we will hear from our partners at "The Lord's Place,"
which does the most effective work to combat homelessness in WPB. Our short holiday
worship will begin at 8:00pm, followed by a Cheesecake reception and our social action
project putting together welcome baskets for those going into permanent housing. To make
this project successful, we will need your help collecting practical items not available to those
receiving SNAP benefits (previously known as "food stamps") such as toilet paper, paper
towels, hygiene items and cleaning products - all the things you need to start a new life in a
new home.
This Shavuot, as we renew our commitment to living a Jewish life by not only celebrating the
giving of God's laws, let us also celebrate our willing receipt of them by turning our
commitment into action, and let us all find fulfillment through the doing of mitzvot (God's
commandments). As always, please let me know how I can help you on your Jewish
journey.
June/July 2019
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From the Co-Presidents
Judy Shuster and Elaine Feldmesser

Writing in Six Words is a simple, creative way to get to the essence of anything, from the
breaking news of the day, to your own life and the way you live. Ernest Hemingway once
was challenged to write a story in 6 words. Here’s what he wrote: “For sale: baby shoes,
never worn.”
In a Workshop this spring, your board was tasked with telling their Temple Israel story and
here are some examples of what they wrote:
Suffering moral injury, Temple Israel heals
A place of comfort and community
Always growing, building for the future
My soul, from God, for you
New, learning, growing, planting roots, loving
Started Catholic, became Jewish, welcome home.
Lapsed Jew, renewed Jew, Thank you

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do these expressions resonate with you and your Temple Israel story?
Over the summer, our Shabbat
Worship will be upstairs in the
Media Center. We look forward to
sharing our casual summer
worship. In addition, the subfloor in
the Carter Ballroom will be repaired
and the carpet replaced so our
building will to be ready for the High
Holy Days.

Please mark August 23rd on your
calendar, which is the date of our
ShaBaBeQue and Open House. At
that time, you will get a sneak peek
at our plans for the year ahead.
You also will find wide variety of
programming which address the
many aspects of living Jewishly.
Consider the many faces of Temple Israel and determine one of them will be yours
We wish everyone a joyful summer.

BE SURE TO SAY “THANK YOU” TO
JUDY SHUSTER!
Look for the 2019-20 Ad Journal form in this issue…
And show your support and recognition of allJudy has done for us!
24
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The Mussar Moment
Rabbi Emeritus Howard Shapiro

Just living life on a daily basis can be frustrating enough to forget that there is a piece of the
Eternal in each of us. I am currently on the phone with AT&T waiting in an endless loop to
be connected to customer service. The automated voice is promising me a less than twominute wait and my math says we are up to twenty. I know a person will come on the phone
and help me address my concerns eventually (I want to cancel service) but I am having a
hard time emotionally not wanting to take my exasperation out on the voice that will cheerily
say something like how can I help you.
The automated voice is thanking me for my patience. Like the song,”50 Ways to Leave Your
Lover,” my mind is thinking of all kinds of different ways to extract revenge. But I won’t - you
know I won’t - it wouldn’t make sense; it wouldn’t advance the purpose of my call; it would
be wrong and actually demean who I am.
I believe in the “I-Thou” Buber approach to theology. God for me is in the dash between the
I and the Thou. The voice that will ultimately answer my call is a person with their own
sense of self and their own spark of the Divine. Can I hear it over the digital highway that
connects us? Can I find it in my self and how I react?
I think the very act of trying is a prayer: a prayer that can lead to blessing that can lead me
on paths of honor and respect. In the Mussar world we speak of the instant between the
moment a match is struck and the flame appears. In Mussar parlance it is the match, the
flame, and the pause between them both where God lives and you and I find purpose.

President’s Circle

Nancy and Barry Horowitz, Co-chairs

We are very grateful to Sanford and Jill Sirulnick for increasing their support for the
President’s Circle to the Titanium Level. As we proceed through our fiscal year,
generosity such as theirs allows the Temple to balance the budget and assists us in not
dipping into reserve funds. In addition, many thanks to Don Carter for continuing to be an
advocate for and leader of the President’s Circle.
We are in the initial planning stages for the Holiday Boat Parade Party for President’s
Circle members on Saturday evening, December 7, 2019. This will take place at the
beautiful home of Judy and Alan Shuster and is sure to be an outstanding event.
There are still plenty of open tiles on the plaque outside of the Social Hall. Your support is
greatly needed and we welcome your participation. Please contact the Temple office for
more information.
June/July 2019
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Temple Israel Brotherhood
Charlie Eaton, M.D. Brotherhood President

It's an exciting time of transition for Temple Israel Brotherhood. Temple Israel Brotherhood
includes all male Temple Israel members. If this describes you, then welcome, Brother!
The Brotherhood has a long legacy. We engage in group projects and focus on supporting
youth activities. There is something for everyone. This year's Temple Israel Brotherhood
activities include hosting the TI ShaBaBeQue, providing the Religious School Opening
Breakfast, Brotherhood in the Sukkah, attending spring training baseball games, Hanukkah
candle mailing to the congregation, staffing the Night of 100 Menorahs, participating in
Martin Luther King Shabbat, hosting Sisterhood Shabbat, serving Purim “Breakfast for
Dinner”, distributing Yom Hashoah candles, participation in B’nai Mitzvah ceremonies, and
other activities. Brotherhood provides financial support for Temple activities and youth
events including Birthright and Religious Camp.
We continue to evolve as new members of Temple Israel join in brotherhood guidance and
events. If you are a new member, Brotherhood should be your first stop, beginning with the
upcoming annual Brotherhood Supporter Steak Dinner Wednesday, on June 12 at 6:30 pm
in the Carter Ballroom. Please RSVP ASAP to tiwpb.brotherhood@gmail.com.
This is our official benchmark of legacy and growth. This year's dinner will mark the end of
my term as Brotherhood President and the entry of new members to the Board of Directors.
It's been a great experience. I'm very excited to see what the New Year will bring! The core
of Brotherhood is the core of the Jewish experience: community. If you are a guy and a
Temple member, don't miss out and get involved. You'll be glad you did!

Temple Israel Sisterhood

Sandra Sternfeld, Sisterhood President

The Sisterhood met in May and installed its new slate of officers. Priorities for the
upcoming year were discussed. Many exciting programs are being planned and a longrange calendar will be forthcoming in the near future.

I look forward to as many of the member’s attendance as possible at the next meeting,
which will be held on Wednesday, June 12 @ 11:45 am. If there are any questions or
problems with transportation, please contact Sandy at sws169@bellsouth.net.

6
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Social Action

Terry Resk, Social Action Committee Co-Chair

As part of the Temple Israel delegation of Rabbi Olshein, Harry and Maggie Kaufman, and
Richard Greene and Ellen Morris, it only took two days of workshops and programs at the
Religion Action Center’s Consultation on Conscience to help me fully grasp that social justice
is not independent of Reform Judaism. In fact, the exact opposite is true – social action and
justice are integral parts of our faith. Phrases that permeated the weekend included
“required,” “mandatory,” and “this is not a choice.” My favorite: “Justice is a Verb.”
The range of workshops on both narrow subjects and broader, implementation practices,
included topics such as “Community Organizing,” “Gender Bias in Reform Institutions,”
“Immigration Justice,” “Anti-Semitism, White Supremacy,” “The Reform Movement’s Gun
Violence Prevention,” and “Protecting the Environment,” to name just a few.
Add to that the speakers ranging from Nancy Pelosi to a Dreamer and Parkland student
sibling – each more inspiring than the other. Singing and dancing to a “Songs of Protest”
concert was the icing on the cake. The weekend culminated in our first foray into
implementing some of what we learned – a lobbying trip to Capitol Hill.
If I had to choose one story as the most poignant of the weekend, it may be the one about
the Jewish woman who had gone to Selma to help with the civil rights movement. After
promising her young children that she was coming home one particular day, she was killed
during her last escort run and never made it home. Years later, one of her daughters was
asked if the family ever wondered why she had left them to go on such a dangerous mission.
Her response: “No, we wondered why everyone didn’t go.”
For information about social action contact:
Mary Arpe at mcarpe@gmail.com or Terry Resk at terryresk@aol.com.
Temple Israel’s Attendees at the
Religious Action Center’s
“Consultation on Conscience”
In Washington, DC
(from left to right):
Rabbi Olshein, Maggie Kaufman,
Harry Kaufman, Terry Resk,
Ellen Morris and Richard Green

June/July 2019
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Membership Committee
Carol Safran and Amy Jonas, Membership Committee Co-Chairs

If you haven’t been at TI lately, you probably haven’t had an opportunity to witness first-hand
the enthusiasm of so many of our congregants. And if you frequently attend services and
participate in the many programs and activities being offered, you probably aren’t really
stopping to reflect on the uniqueness of what is happening. You may not be aware but as
congregations all over the country are facing the difficulty of attracting new members, TI can
proudly claim that approximately forty percent of our membership has joined within the last
six years.
Over the past few years, the Board, in partnership with our clergy and staff, has deliberately
been putting efforts into making Temple Israel a friendlier and more inviting home not only
for those in our Temple family but for visitors as well. Name tags, the Greeting Corps,
Pronegs and the recently launched Ambassadors Program are just a few of the things that
have helped facilitate the building of relationships and a sense of belonging to a special
family.
How very special we are was apparent once again last month, as nine of our congregants,
four women and five men ranging in age from someone in their thirties to an eighty year-old
woman, proudly stood on our Bimah and affirmed their commitment to Judaism as they
became adult B’nai Mitzvah and Confirmands. In addition to diversity in age, the nine also
came from diverse backgrounds and travelled very different paths to TI with four of them
having been born outside of the United States (Turkey, The Netherlands, Canada and Latin
America) and several of them having not been born Jewish.
It is because of Temple Israel’s rich history as the first and oldest Jewish organization in the
Palm Beaches and its role as a leader in Jewish life in our community for more than 95-plus
years, that a weekend like the one just described is possible. Be proud of your Temple and
the impact your connection continues to have on what we are today. Share the news and
accomplishments of TI with your friends and neighbors. Invite them to join you at something
at Temple. When you connect others, you’ll be doing a double mitzvah. You’ll be enhancing
your own Temple experience and exposing them to a wonderful place they could call
“home.”
If you are around this summer, take advantage of the laid-back vibe of the season and join
us for a Proneg and more intimate Erev Shabbat experience at services in our Media Center
overlooking the beautiful intracoastal waterway. If you are out of the area either vacationing
or residing in another location, we hope you’re enjoying yourself and we look forward to
seeing you when you return.
Friday, August 23rd is the date of Temple Israel’s 8th Annual ShaBaBeQue. Mark your
calendars and tell all your friends. A wonderful evening of food, fun and friendship is being
planned. More details will be in the next edition of the Koleynu.

Hope To See Y’All There!
8
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Religious School

Jackie Klein, Incoming Religious School Director

Shalom Temple Israel. My name is Jackie Klein and I am the new Religious School Director.
My official start date is July 1st , but I’ve been honored to have had the opportunity to teach
the older students in the last couple of months and have a taste of what life is like here in this
Kehilah Kedoshah, holy community.
Our Torah teaches that we should teach our children Torah, and the emphasis that is placed
on education in our tradition clearly shows its importance. I have a passion for teaching
through text study and I love to see a student’s face light up as they connect Torah study to
their own lives, be it a comic book they just read, food, a story of friendship, or the latest
science fiction movie (especially science fiction). I thank you for allowing me to be your
partner in the sacred task of teaching our children together.
Look to this space for updates, reminders and stories of what our students are learning here
at Temple Israel. I am looking forward to engaging with students, parents, congregants,
inside and out of the classroom.
June/July 2019

Inspiration | Celebration | Transformation

9

10

Inspiration | Celebration | Transformation

Koleynu

June/July 2019

Inspiration | Celebration | Transformation

11

Board Member Spotlight: Stuart Bagatell
Why do you belong to Temple Israel?

As a parent of two young boys, it is important for us to impart the teachings and traditions of
Judaism. I grew up attending an Orthodox Synagogue but was far from Orthodox at home. I
wanted to choose a Temple that felt more like a second home, and we found that in Temple
Israel.
Why did you choose to become involved with the leadership of Temple Israel?
I envision being a member of Temple Israel for as long as I live in the South Florida area.
Thus, it is important to me to have some input and influence on the direction the synagogue
takes into the future. When my children started attending religious school, I became
involved in the Religious School Committee. My wife was on the board for a few years and
after her tenure was up, she thought it would be great for me to have a chance to work on
the board. Though I have a very challenging full time job, both at work and at home, I do my
best to stay involved with our Temple community and being on the board allows me to do so
in the most meaningful way.
What is something fascinating about your family that many people do not know?

When our family travels in public (e.g. a grocery store or mall) and the children wander, we
have a special whistle that lets everyone know where the other is located. I learned that
from my mom when I was growing up.
Why is it important to you for Temple Israel be
here in 50 years?
God willing, I will be 94 years old at that time. When
I visit Temple Israel during Shabbat services or
other events, I am in awe of our older congregants,
particularly those that have called Temple Israel
their spiritual home since they were young children.
I get a sense that our senior members find a special
meaning in their connection with the Temple as they
celebrate the joys and sorrows of life together with
their Temple
family, and it
would make me
feel very happy to
know that Temple
Israel could
potentially provide
that to me, my
family, and many
of the Jewish
families in our
surrounding
locations in the
distant future.
12
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Temple Israel Choir

Tracy Simkowitz and Fred Weissman, Co-Chairs

Our congregational Choir is a vital part of Temple Israel’s worship. Especially during the
High Holy Days, we join together to have a meaningful and spiritual experience that helps us
start the New Year with sweetness and joy.

Many of the current choir members have been singing for almost 25 years, and I can tell you
we really enjoy the beautiful melodies and harmonies that come with the Holy Days, as well
as the lovely Shabbat music we hear every week. But...
WE NEED YOU!
If you love to sing and want to be a part of making worship even more beautiful for our
congregants, please join us! We need more voices to make the music fill the sanctuary with
our prayers. We are happy to help you learn the melodies and would love to have you as
part of our group.

If you are interested, please contact Tracy Simkowitz at tijaye@aol.com, or (561) 758-8726,
or Fred Weissman fweissman@evelynandarthur.com or (561) 346-8043.

Help Us Update Our
Book of Memory
Karen Davis, Religious Practices
Committee Member

A sub-committee of the Religious Practices
Committee will be updating the Book of Memory
used during the Yom Kippur Yizkor afternoon
service. If you have any original or favorite
poems about loss or remembrance, please
submit them for consideration and review. Also,
if you are an artist, you are invited to submit
original art to be used for the cover.
All submissions should be sent to Karen Davis
(krdaviska@aol.com by July 31, 2019. If your
selection is selected by the committee, you will
be notified by phone.
June/July 2019
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as of 5-10-19
GENERAL DONATION
In honor of:

Out of the Box Shabbat
Richard Green & Ellen Morris
Marvin Rosenberg’s 85th Birthday
Ruth Abramson

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support
Temple Israel by remembering and honoring their friends
and loved ones through their generous contributions. Thank
you!

In memory of:

Stanley & Corinne Weisblatt
Lynn Levy

PRESIDENT CIRCLE
In Honor of:

WARREN CANFIELD CHOIR/MUSIC FUND

Jim Eisenberg
Patty Ribakoff

In honor of:

Yoga Class & Services
Liv Schneider-Schorr

RCLO DISCRETIONARY FUND

Jennifer Green Baer
Ruth Salkin

In Honor of:

Rabbi Olshein
Florence Kaslow
Patricia Matson

In memory of:

Jean Rose
Eunice & Jim Baros

Ellen Goldenson’s Yoga Class
Janie Grackin

Nancy Golieb & Helene Axelrod
Meg & Jay Axelrod
Barney Blicher
H.M. Blicher
Doris Ellenbogen

In Memory of:

Corinne Weisblatt
Esther Perman

Reva Devore
Joanne & Howard Green
Murray Resk
Terry Resk

SOCIAL ACTION
In Memory of:

Corinne & Stanley Weisblatt
Barbara Thrasher

VINEBERG FLORAL FUND
In memory of:

Esther Elson
Ambassador Edward & Suzanne Elson
Jerry Paskal
Alan & Judy Shuster
Phyllis Alexander
Cherri & Michael Alexander

YAHRZEIT DONATION
In memory of

David R. Jacobson
Georgia, Scott, Robert & Amanda Newman

Bessie Kagen
Diane & Martin Trust
Sarah Blum
Carol Kosberg
Charles Shapiro
Rabbi Howard & Eileen Shapiro
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8
9
9
9
10
10
11
11
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12
12
13
16
18
19
21
25
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
29

Marc Levinson
Jessica Wacks
Amy Devore
Ruth Salkin
Jared Maltz
Helene Rivlin
Judith Devore
Steven Gross
Sharon Hotchkiss
Blake Matthews
Zawra Bentolila
William Petroff
Cantor Michael Kruk
Ruby Small
Trudy Livingstone
Howard Solomon
Emma Strauss
Michael Botnick
Jennifer Strauss
Aiden Conde
Jefferson Douglas
Jim Baros
Rachel Kaslow
Robert Newman
Allison Rothschild
Chris Skaletsky
Stephanie Meehan
Marcia Fligman
Alan Shuster
Alexis Weissman
Hana Hale
Joshua Leibowitz
Terry Resk
Robert Green
Ronald Levinson
John Quinto
Rita Menitoff
Sherry Jacobs
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8
8
8
12
12
12
12
12
12
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
19
21
21
22
23
23
28
28
30
31

Dana Bronstien
Rabbi Cookie Lea Olshein
Cady Sandler
Lauren Clifton
Michell Escobar
Jack Krauser
Delia Hartley
Barrett Smith
Michael Small
Jack Ablin
Sharon Efron
Madsen Hartley
Keith Braun
Garrett Frederiksen
Rhonda Gordon
Marilyn Lassen
Lila Maryuma
Kristen Sloan
Jeffrey Gingold
Michael J. Gelfand
Lily Tysinger
Mark Simkowitz
Diane Steiner
Harry Kaufman
Adrian Sandoval
Richard Yosinoff
Alisa Maltz
Jennifer Miller
Michele Matias
Marcy Goldblatt-Greiter
Traci Pincourt-Braun
Joanne Green
Alison Belilty
Howard Kaslow
Danielle Silver
Jacquelyn Silver
Robyn Rands
Naomi Braun

2
10
13
14
14
15
18
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
26

Edward & Deanna Roos
Dick & Rhona Shugarman
Sandy & Jill Sirulnick
James & Katherine Bronstien
Bob & Liz Green
Robert & Eileen Pasternak
Steve & Mary Ann Ehrlich
Rabbi & Rita Menitoff
Charlie & Valerie Eaton
Lynn & Lee Levy
Michael & Miki Leibowitz
Morris & Rita Zabarkus
Conrad & Iris Koller
Howard & Joanne Green
Michael Gelfand & Mary Arpe
Hugo Ottolenghi & Deborah Hirsch
Gene & Judy Devore
Peter & Susan Hut
Rabbi & Eileen Shapiro
Scott & Zawra Bentolila
Perry & Joi Lynn Young

3
17
17
23

Hernando & Mindy Mora
Brian & Jennifer Miller
Robert Kanner & Linda Karch
Mark & Tracy Simkowitz
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LINDA SOLOMON,

We sincerely appreciate your
commitment to Temple Israel, and it’s
members. We can always count on you!
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Thank you to our advertisers and Media Mavens

Call the Temple office at (561) 833-8421 to reserve your space.
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It’s coming! Don’t miss it
Temple Israel’s Brotherhood Annual Steak Dinner
June 12th @ 6:30 p.m.

RSVP now
email tiwpb.brotherhood@gmail.com
or text Charlie Eaton 561-346-2526.

This year’s annual Brotherhood meeting will
feature a delicious free steak dinner catered by
amazing chef brother, Jeff Gingold, and a
presentation by TI member and Palm Beach
County Commissioner brother, Gregg Weiss.

