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From the President 
Marty List 
 

A Fresh Start 

January 2021 

While many in our families are still lamenting the dark, cold days of a northern winter, we are able to 
bask in the ñperfectò temperatures of our South Florida winter.  This is our annual recognition that 
there is no better place to be than in the Palm Beaches ï and this is true even during a pandemic. 
 

Even with the challenges of Covid-19, we have accomplished so much this past year.  We have 
continued our commitment to making social action a priority, donating food and gift cards to the food 
insecure in our community, providing much needed items for families in distress and even offering a 
new twist on our 20+ year tradition of serving at a soup kitchen by preparing and delivering boxed 

holiday meals.  Weôve counted our blessings, laughed with Sarge, brightened the night by 
celebrating together, cooked, learned and prayed as only a family can do! 
 

There are so many wonderful things going on at Temple Israel ï ok, via Zoom: inspiring shabbats 

and enlightening torah study, childrenôs programs and religious school, adult education, stimulating 
discussions, thought-provoking lectures, book and film clubs, social action, spiritual and physical 
wellness, art classes, and so much more.  Please check out the upcoming program guide for more 
ways to connect with your Temple family. 
 

I appreciate the uniting opportunity that getting together by Zoom presents ï we have congregants, 
our families and friends participating in all that we offer from points across North America!  Hopefully, 
in the near future, we will be able to begin holding more and more ñin-personò programs and 
activities. The strength of Temple Israel resides in all of you ï we need your creativity and leadership 
to develop, plan and lead inspiring programs.  I hope you will reach out to me with your ideas or to 

express your willingness to work on a program or a committee.  
 

We will be electing and installing our new Board of Directors at Temple Israelôs annual meeting later 
this month (January 19th at 6pm.)  I want to thank all of our current officers and directors for their 
support and guidance this year, especially as we closed our facilities and necessarily pivoted to 

virtual meetings and activities, and to welcome our incoming Board.  
 

We have learned that together we can meet any challenge and overcome all obstacles.  Letôs use 
our togetherness to keep Temple Israel vibrant and engaging in 2021.  Hereôs to a happy and 

healthy New Year for all!  
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When we speak of what it means for the synagogue to truly be a synagogue, there are few better words 
than those of my late friend and colleague, Rabbi Peter Knobel: "Any real change in synagogue life will 
require a new way of thinking.  This process can be begun by the use of value-laden Hebrew 

terminology to reorient our thinking and the thinking of congregants about the synagogue.  By 
abandoning the language of the corporation, the synagogue can be re-shaped according to an internal 
Jewish model.ò 
 

The language of the corporation is a vocabulary list of such terms as "bottom line," "efficiency," 
"management," etc.   
 

But the language of the synagogue is very different. 
 

I would like to create an aleph-bet of Jewish terminology for synagogues. It emerges from the mystical 
idea -- that when God began to create the world, God did so by using the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet.  What would that task of re-imagining look like? 
 

Letôs start as God did ï at the beginning.  With aleph and bet.  

 
 

Aleph 
Emunah: Faith and Trust 

 

Why doesnôt Moses enter the land of Israel?  Because he lost it with the Jewish people.  Wandering 
through the wilderness, our ancestors cried out for water.  God tells Moses to speak to the rock, and 
water would flow out.  Instead, Moses strikes the rock.  Water does in fact flow from the rock.  But God 
punishes Moses for his disobedience.  Moses will die before he sees his greatest life goal fulfilled ï to 

lead the people of Israel into the Land.  
 

Why is Moses punished this way?  Because God told him to speak to the rock.  Moses disobeys God.  
Moses strikes the rock.  God says to him: "Because you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me in the 
eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the Land which I have 
given them."  
 

Moses' sin is not only his anger.  It is his lack of emunah, his fundamental lack of trust and faith ï not 

only in God at this crucial moment, but in his people as well. 
 

In these challenging and even distressing times, we need faith in each other, and in the synagogue.  We 
have to have that inner faith, that inner trust in the worthiness of our endeavors.  We have to have that 
inner faith, that inner trust, that inner confidence that if we synagogue people inject enough faith and 
trust into the system, that it will come back to us. 
 

There will be times when, like Moses, we will feel like hitting the rock.  Don't.  Only twice did water come 

out of a rock because it was struck.  If we speak words that are resonant with our higher strivings, the 
water will come out.  

From the Rabbi 
Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin 
 

The Aleph Bet of Synagogue Life 
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Beit   
Brit: The Covenant 

 
This leads us to the second letter of the aleph-bet.  Beit ï brit, covenant.  
 

One of my favorite passages in the Talmud asks the following question.  How many covenants were 
made at Sinai?  One sage said that the number of covenants was 603,550.  Each adult pledged 

himself and herself ï to God. Another claimed that those 603,550 covenants were made 603,550 
times: the people pledged themselves not only to God, but to each other as well.  There was personal 
responsibility and responsibility for others.  There was the responsibility not only to observe the 
stipulations of the Covenant oneself.  There was also the responsibility to see that they would be 

observed by the entire community as a whole. 
 

We need to make sure that we maintain and strengthen what Temple Israel stands for.  That is the best 
criteria for success ï and it is perhaps the best bottom line that we can imagine.  
 

Imagine if this became the criteria for all synagogue programming and endeavor.  How does any 
particular item on our lengthy synagogue agenda and calendar advance the covenant that God made 
with us?  How does any decision that we make, in any matter, resonate with the words of the Covenant 

that God made with us at Sinai and that we renew every time we worship together here?  
 

I quote the late Dan Schechter, a former synagogue president and one of the great lay leaders of our 
movement: "Judaism does not offer us a two-tier religion.  There is no Hebrew word for 'lay person'.  
We stand as a community before God.  We must speak of a religion that speaks of demands and a 
wholeness of visions and practices which set us apart, which make us kadosh from secular life.ò 
 

That is the bottom line.  That is the open question.  How does our leadership reflect and amplify the brit 
that exists between God and us ï and between God and us and each other?  
 

Just two letters ï the first two.  But, let us begin our learning together on this journey.  
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Religious School 
Jackie Klein, Religious School & Youth Programming Director 

We are now in the Spring semester of this crazy, crazy world of pandemic times.  While we all 
hoped and prayed that things would be normal by now, we are certainly on that path with new 
vaccines.  Unfortunately it will be much longer before we return to full normalcyé or to whatever 
defines the new normalcy. 
 
Tu BiShvat (January 27/28) is considered the birthday for trees; it is one of the New Years in Jewish 
tradition.  It is a time and space for renewal.  May the year 2021 be one of Return and Rejuvenation, 
and yes, even Resilience.  
 
As I look toward the trees for a reminder of resilience, I see they have grown stronger despite the 
storms.  Many may look vulnerable and they sway from time to time, but their roots are often deep 
and their core is sturdy.  Interestingly, many trees will sustain their strength through the storm while 
man-made items may not. 
 
Strength often stems from a deeply rooted foundation, and at Temple Israel we have formed deep 
connections that we are all looking forward to renewing. 
 
I miss sharing pizza and natural conversation with our students.  I look forward to when I can hear 
multiple voices simultaneously discussing our lessons.  I miss seeing everyone.  Some of our 
students are on ñZoom overloadò between their secular studies and life in general and thus do not 
participate in our Zoom sessions.  I want to see the actual smiles on our studentsô faces during 
Tôfillah or while engaging in Rabbi Salkinôs lessons with spirit and resilience. 
 
We have had a committed group of post Bônai Mitzvah students who have continued on with 
profound leadership during our Zoom classes; these are our madrichim.  They are role models for 
our students and help to engage them in song and conversation.  They have been resilient in 
navigating these changes with grace and care. 
 
Creativity is essential in maintaining our core and connection while still weathering our current 
environment.  Our students have participated in trivia games which they designed and it is inspiring 
to hear the answers and see our staff so engaging.  During class time, some of our students play 
along to our music with their own instruments, a joy to watch.  Between the mentoring, games and 
music, our classes are filled with encouragement and positivityé the basis for how we should 
proceed this coming year.  And perhaps some of these creative moments are ones that will continue 
with pleasure when we return to in-person programming.  
 
May we all continue to find rejuvenation no matter the conditions and may we stay resilient.  This 
storm too shall pass.  Gam Ze Avor. 
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THANK YOU TO ALL FOR SUCH A SUCCESSFUL LATKES FUNDRAISER! 
 

Not only did the proceeds benefit our Religious School programs, but we all enjoyed this tasty 
Hanukkah treat!  A special thank you to Jennifer Strauss, Rabbi Salkin and Jackie Klein for the 
deliveries!  Pictured below receiving their latkes: Mark Feldmesser, Marvin Rosenberg, Stu 
Bagatell and (group photo) Rabbi Salkin, Alex, Sammy, Sylvia Siegfried, Ira, and Samantha 
Skaletsky. 

Mirror Menorah Project ï Our students had a terrific time creating and learning about angles and the math behind 
light spectrums. Many thanks to Six-Points Sci Tech for a well thought-out program.  Also much appreciation to Rabbi 
Salkin for sponsoring the lesson to create our menorahs. We look forward to many more learning opportunities!   
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From the Executive Director 
Karen Szteinberg, Temple Administrator/Executive Director  
   

I was recently shopping with my daughter, taking advantage of the holiday seasonôs late night hours 
with minimal shoppers around.  As I passed the toy section, I recalled one of my earliest Hanukkah 
gifts.  When I was barely 7 years old, my mother took me and my sister to ñTSSò (Times Square 

Stores) and told us to pick out whichever doll we wanted.  My sister, just a year older, quickly chose 
ñTwiggyò.  Twiggy was the moniker of Lesley Hornby, a model and actress whose ultra skinny frame 
resembled a twig.  She and her mod look defined the fashion industry in the 1960s. 
 

I too knew exactly which doll I wanted.  I was so excited as I pulled the box off the shelf and hugged 
it.  My shrieks caught the attention of others who looked at me and my doll quite perplexed.  I 
proudly showed her offé I had chosen ñJuliaò.  And when we checked out, the cashier asked me 
why I had chosen Julia and I responded that she was my hero. 

 
Who is Julia?  Julia Baker is a television character who was portrayed by Diahann Carroll.  Julia was 
the first African-American professional in a television series, a nurse.  The show was cutting-edge.    
I recall when her clinic fired all minority workers except for her.  She was defiant yet professional, a 
crusader of Civil Rights in its infancy stages.  I didnôt see the color of my doll; what I saw was 

someone who stood up for herself and her friends, someone I admired.  But I also knew that what 
others saw was a little white girl with a black doll, an oddity ï perhaps even taboo ï in those days. 
 
Several months before, ñSocietyôs Childò was quite popular, a song by Janis Ian.  I loved the song 

and knew the lyrics by heart, but they confused me.  The boyfriendôs face is ñshining black as nightò 
and ñhoney, heôs not our kindò.  The girl is told she needs to stop seeing him and she finally agrees.  
I recall asking, ñwhy?ò  Why canôt she date someone of a different color?  Why do the ñteachers all 
laugh, they smirk and stareò?  Why is she listening to everyone and not standing up for herself?  
Why are we accepting this? 

 
This month we celebrate a man who wouldnôt accept this.  Martin Luther King Jr. was the foremost 
spokesperson for Civil Rights, a voice against racism and a leader in non-violent activism.  He was 
also an important ally in the fight against antisemitism and a supporter of the state of Israel.  He 

once said, ñpeace for Israel means security, and we must stand with all our might to protect its right 
to exist.ò  It is no wonder that for his overall humanity and support, we at Temple Israel honor him 
with a special Erev Shabbat service and welcome our community to join in. 
 

My wish for this new year is that we all rally together for a cause in support of each other, to protect 
each other and to enhance each otherôs lives.  May we stay safe and healthy.  And may we never 
forget those before us and continue in their footsteps. 
 
Interesting Fact:  In 1948, Martin Luther King, Jr. won the Pearl Plafker Award for being the most 
outstanding student at Crozer Theological Seminary.  It warms me to know that my family was 
involved; my maiden name is Plafker. 
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The Mussar Moment 
Barry Horowitz, M.D. 
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At the end of Parashat Tolôdot, our patriarch Jacob conspired with his mother, Rebekah, to deceive 
his father, Isaac, into granting him the choicest blessing, which Isaac intended for his elder brother, 
Esau.  Rebekah then convinces Isaac to send Jacob away, to her own hometown, there to escape 

his brotherôs wrath and build a family. 
 

Some two decades later, Jacob returns a rich man, but despite this, Jacob is ñterrified.ò  He is about 
to encounter his brotherðwho, for all he knows, still intends to kill him.  While we can understand 
why Jacob is worried, we may also ask whether he might have more bitachon, trust in God, that his 

encounter with Esau wonôt be disastrous.  After all, as he was leaving home all those years earlier, 
God had promised to bring him back safely. 
 

Alan Morinis addresses this: ñWe can see this as a paradoxðour fate is in Godôs hands and yet we 
are still obligated to take action.  But it isnôt such a contradiction.  To rely exclusively on bitachon is 
to imply that all capacity is on Godôs side and that we have nothing in our hand to bring about 
change, when that is seldom the case.  You do have some powers that are gifted to you, and it 
makes sense that you should put these capabilities to work to bring about the outcomes you see to 
be the best, rather than relying totally on God.  God is the source of these capabilities, so wouldnôt it 
dishonor those gifts and especially their giver not to put them to use?ò 
 

The Coronavirus pandemic presents us with cause for fear resembling Jacobôs.  We and our loved 
onesðand our possessions, tooðcould be lost to disease and to the economic devastation 
accompanying it.  Each of us must do our part to partner with God to save our lives and the lives of 
the people around us.  We must socially distance, wear our masks when we must go out for 
necessities, sacrifice holidays, and even forego fulfilling mitzvot that require being physically 
present with others.  Then, let us pray that God will reciprocate, partnering with us as with Jacobð
supplementing our actions with miracles that will enable us to transcend this pandemicðsparing 
our lives, our loved ones, and our wellbeing.  
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Save the Date:   On Sunday, February 21 at 10:30 a.m., Ibby Lucas will share her famous rugelach 

recipe and teach us how to make these delicious pastries via Zoom.  Participants will receive a list of 

ingredients and utensils needed ahead of time.  For more information, contact Michell Escobar at 

(469) 360-6488. 
 

Chaired by our at-large board member Nancy Horowitz, Sisterhoodôs Count Your Blessings fundraiser 

raised more than $11,000 for Temple Israel.  Many contributors sent beautiful, introspective musings 

about the meaning of gratitude along with their donations.  Nancy and the entire Sisterhood board 

appreciated the moving sentiments, as well as the generous donations. 
 

Sisterhoodôs annual Mitzvah Menorah was able to provide Hanukkah gift cards to 28 children being 

served by Alpert Jewish Family Service.  The $50 cards, from such vendors as Amazon and Target, 

were accompanied by a hand-written Hanukkah card from Sisterhood.  We appreciate the donors 

who helped to kindle the Hanukkah lights for children in our community.  Many thanks to our Social 

Action Vice Presidents Janice Rosenberg and Jane Herring for chairing this event, along with at-large 

board member Ellen Goldenson.  
 

On behalf of Sisterhood, we hope our entire Temple Israel family was able to celebrate a Hanukkah 
filled with light and love, and that the secular new year brings you much health and happiness. 

Temple Israel Sisterhood 
5ŜōƻǊŀƘ IƛǊǎŎƘΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 

Our Brotherhood has a trip planned to a local brewery on January 24th at 6pm!  
Keep your eyes open for more information but save the date! 
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WE HAVE SO MUCH COMING UPé AND OUR NEW PROGRAM 
GUIDE WILL INCLUDE MORE DETAILS!   AMONG OUR PROGRAMS 
IN JANUARY ARE: 
 
 
 

COFFEE WITH RABBI SALKIN 
JANUARY 5th at 9:00am (Continuing on the first Tuesday of Each Month) ï 
Enjoy your breakfast with Rabbi via Zoom in a casual setting with an open 
discussion. 
 
ZOOM FOR HOSTS 
JANUARY 7th at 7:00pm ï Our tech guru, Carol Anne Albee, will show us how to 
host a Zoom meeting.  Designed for our members who facilitate TI programs but 
open to all who need this skill. 
 
ZOOM FOR PARTICIPANTS  
JANUARY 14th at 7:00pm ï Wondering how to make the shared screen larger to 
read?  Not sure how to communicate via Zoom chats?  Join Carol Anne Albee as 
she takes us on a journey through Zoom basics and beyond.  Weôll show you just 
how easy it is to participate in all that Temple Israel has to offer! 
 
EREV SHABBAT SERVICE HONORING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.   
JANUARY 15th at 6:30pm ï A special Interfaith Freedom service with Historic 
Tabernacle Baptist Church, their ministers and choir, and esteemed guest speaker 
Khalil Gibran Muhammad.  An evening of tribute, unity and faith, open to all.    
 
SIMPLY JEWISH VIRTUAL SERIES:  KOL BôSEDER 
JANUARY 23rd at 5:00pm ï Enjoy this delightful musical duo who has been called 
ñthe Jewish Simon & Garfunkelò with their blend of Bob Dylan, Pete Seeger, the 
Beatles and Motown, with the fervor of Israeli and Chassidic songs!  The evening 
includes a concert, Q&As and Havdalah service. 
 
BROTHERHOOD BREWERY TRIP 
JANUARY 24th at 6:00pm ï A fun trip with your TI Brothers  
 
VIRTUAL RACE FOR THE CURE 
January 30th ï Join Temple Israelôs TaTa Society as we race for the cure together.  
Registration required, see page 3. 
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Erev Shabbat Service:  
ñInterfaith Freedomò                                  

January 15th - 6:30pm 
 

 

Temple Israel joins Historic Tabernacle Baptist Church in 
celebrating the life and legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. , which will include their ministers and 
choir.  Special guest speaker Khalil Gibran Muhammad, 
a featured author and an esteemed 
professor at Harvard Kennedy 
School and Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Studies, examines the 
intersections of race, democracy, 

inequality and criminal justice in modern U.S. history.  
Sponsored by the TI Social Action Committee.  

An exquisite custom found in synagogues around the world, our Tree of Life 
adds an artistic and strongly symbolic design element to our place of worship.  
Purchase a leaf ï $180 ï in honor or memory of your loved one, and the in-
scription becomes a permanent and enduring tribute. 
 

To purchase a leaf, contact us at 
(561) 833-8421 or 

tioffice@temple-israel.com 


