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What Is/Who Are Unorthodox?
Hosted by Tablet editor-at-large and Los Angeles Times columnist
Mark Oppenheimer, and featuring deputy editor Stephanie Butnick and senior writer
Liel Leibovitz, the panel discusses the latest Jewish news, politics, and culture with
equal parts seriousness and irreverence. From Amy Schumer to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, presidential nepotism to Drake, no topic is off limits. It’s not just for Jews,
either - each week they hear from a non-Jewish friend with a question they’ve always
wanted to ask about some aspect of Judaism.
If you have not received
your Annual Journal, call
the office at (561) 8322-8421.
Visit www.temple-israel.com
for the latest info/updates
about events and programs.
Torah Study every Saturday.

Calendar Highlights
February 10 | 5:30 pm
Rabbi Shapiro’s “The Next
Person I Want You to Meet”
February 12 | 9:30 am
Religious School/Family
Program – Tu B’Shvat
Celebration
February 17| 6:30 am
Religious School Family
Shabbat Dinner & Beatles
Shabbat

On February 10th you’ll get to see an actual podcast be produced, and you’ll be
part of the show. Rabbi Shapiro wants us to meet the next generation of Jews,
learn from their irreverence and walk away with a fresh take on what a Jewish
tomorrow might look like.
Listen to a prior podcast: http://www.tabletmag.com/tag/unorthodox
GET READY TO BE ENTERTAINED, SHOCKED AND ENLIGHTENED.

When: Friday, February 10, 2017
Where:

Temple Israel of West Palm Beach

Time:

5:30 p.m. – Catered “Proneg” – RSVP to Temple Israel
6:30 p.m. – Service
7:30 p.m. – Unorthodox Podcast

February 22 | 11:30 am
60+ Lunch and Learn
Series

Save the Date!
March 29
Kraft Cultural Luncheon
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Michael H. Steinhardt is a world renowned philanthropist and co-founder with Charles Bronfman
of Taglit Birthright Israel (otherwise known as "Birthright"). According to Rabbi Shmuley Boteach,
Michael Steinhardt has brought more Jews back to their heritage than any other Jewish
philanthropist on the world stage today. Here is what Michael Steinhardt has to say about Jewish
leadership:
"What is true leadership? It involves creativity, ingenuity and a willingness to challenge the status
quo in the interest of progress towards a larger goal. For our purposes, we can identify the larger
goal as an end to the decline in Jewish interest, literacy and commitment and the beginning of a
renaissance in American Jewish life."
What is our Larger Goal: It is to make our temple warm and welcoming, to increase our
congregation's commitment to Judaism and to begin a renaissance in Jewish life at Temple Israel
with both numerical and spiritual growth. Our leadership manages, with our available resources,
to move us forward. We should all take notice of our success. We are a rarity in today's world our membership increased by almost 10% last year.
Our success has been achieved through the combined efforts of our leadership, clergy, staff and
congregants, many of whom serve on our committees, Board of Trustees and Executive
Committee. One congregant who, during the past several years, has stepped forward to provide
management and leadership on our Board of Trustees and our Executive Committee is Don
Carter.
Before our congregation heard his name, Don had, for many years, anonymously provided
financial support for our services and events. When we pursued rebuilding our temple, Don
stepped up time and time again with significant financial support and challenges to help drive our
capital campaign.
During the process of rebuilding our synagogue, Don became a temple Trustee and then a Vice
President, all in an effort to achieve our Larger Goal. As the Talmud states: If a person resides in
town for thirty days, that person is responsible for continuing the soup kitchen; After three months,
the charity box; After six months, the clothing fund; After nine months, the burial fund; And after
12 months, that person is responsible for repairing the town walls. (Talmud) Baba Batra 8a.
I am pleased to report that Don has agreed to be responsible "to repair the 'synagogue' walls".
With our great appreciation, Don has accepted the position of President-Elect of Temple Israel for
2017. Until his presidency begins in January 2018, he will continue to serve on our Executive
Committee. Since we have worked together for the past several years, the transition to his
presidency will be seamless.
In addition to Don, serving on the Executive Committee this year are: Larry Abramson, Past
President; Judy Shuster, Vice President and Chief Celebration Officer; Elaine Feldmesser, Vice
President and Chief Transformation Officer; Marty List, Vice President and Chief Development
Officer; Carole Klein, Vice President and Chief Financial Officer; Mark Feldmesser, Treasurer;
Tracy Simkowitz, Secretary; Ellen Goldenson, Sisterhood President and Charlie Eaton,
Brotherhood President.
Please thank Don, our Executive Committee, Board of Trustees and committee chairs for their
leadership. Please also thank Rabbi Olshein, Cantor Kruk and our staff who work with our
leadership to provide spiritual guidance, creative programming, educational opportunities and
artistic events as part of our continuing effort toward the Larger Goal. Together, our leadership,
clergy, staff and congregation are making our synagogue warm and welcoming, increasing our
commitment to Judaism and beginning a renaissance in Jewish life at Temple Israel.

From the Rabbi
Rabbi Cookie Lea Olshein

Chadeish Yameinu (“Renew Our Days”): Stretching Our Minds and Spirits at Temple Israel …
Sometimes, we might feel as if we are in a rut … so what do we do when we get that feeling? Our High Holy
Days liturgy asks that God help us “renew our days,” but we know that we must be God’s partners in this
renewal. Sometimes, it feels like we must force ourselves to try something new, which we know will make us
feel uncomfortable. And, yet, we know in our hearts that overcoming this discomfort can bring us new joy in
our lives.
Two years ago at the High Holy Days, I gave a sermon about how flexibility in how we respond to the world
around us builds resiliency and used a line I often use: “if we don’t bend, we break.” This month, I want to
highlight three unique worship opportunities when we will be challenging ourselves to bend during Shabbat.
First, on Friday, February 10th, our Rabbi Emeritus, Rabbi Howard Shapiro, is bringing in “UnOrthodox,” a
group of young Jewish adults exploring the modern world through an irreverent Jewish lens, who will push us
to challenge our assumptions regarding how young Jewish adults experience Jewish communal life. (In fact,
they will be taping their podcast following an abbreviated worship service that night.)
The following week, on Friday, February 17th, we are asking you to do something completely different … the
“Liverpool Rebbes” are taking us on a “magical mystery tour” through our Shabbat liturgy! Pull out your
groovy 60s and 70s gear to wear at our first “Beatles Shabbat” and come ready to sing, dance, and welcome
the Shabbat bride to the tune of your favorite Beatles Hits! The only thing we are asking is that you come with
an open mind for a creative evening different than any Shabbat you’ve experienced before! All ages are
welcome (you might even see some of our Religious School kids helping lead worship.) This would be
another great time to invite your friends to join you at Temple Israel!

Lastly, I want to remind everyone that we have a service called “Out of the Box Shabbat” which happens
approximately monthly on Saturday mornings (spring dates include February 4th, March 4th, April 15th, and
May 20th). This service begins at 11:00am (following Torah study which occurs weekly from 9:30am to about
10:45am), upstairs in the Media Center. This interactive, creative worship is accompanied by guitar (with
special thanks to Carol Garrett) and sometimes includes some gentle stretching as well as deep reflection and
discussion about the prayers from the morning liturgy. We invite everyone to stay for a light Kiddush lunch
following this approximately one hour service … no RSVP necessary!
So, if you are looking to get out of our worship rut, “try on” a new way to worship to see if it “fits” you! My
prayer for you this month is for you to find a way to “re-Jew-vinate” your prayer life (especially if you think of
yourself as “more spiritual than religious”). I’m happy to sit down and study with you anytime if you’d like to
learn more … please remember, my door is always open.
Rabbi Cookie Lea Olshein

KOSHER FOOD DRIVE – SUPPORT AJF&CS
During the month of February Temple Israel will be collecting non-perishable
KOSHER food items to donate to the Alpert Jewish Family & Childrens Service
Food Pantry.
Please bring your items and drop them in the box in the Temple Office.

New Chesed Committee Can Provide a Helping Hand
Temple Israel has a newly formed Chesed (Caring) Committee and we are reaching out to all
temple members. If you are sick, injured, need assistance (such as a ride to Erev Shabbat
services), or if a loved one has passed away, we may be able to help you in your time of need. We
are only a phone call away. Please contact the Temple Office at (561) 833-8421 for further details.
January 2017
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Member Spotlight: Spotlight – On You
How may someone contribute, become more involved and/or engaged with Temple Israel?
 Sign up to join a committee
Beautification
Sisterhood
Brotherhood
Chesed – Caring Committee
Religious Practices
Social Action
Membership
Events
Programming
 Contribute an article and/or photos for an issue
of the Koleynu
 Become a greeter at services
 Offer to chair a program or event
 Volunteer to help out in the office

How may Temple Israel benefit me?
The staff and family at TI are here to support you
during your life cycles events. We want to celebrate
your successes and joyful moments with you. Let us
know when something wonderful is going on. We are
also here for you to lean on when times are tough or
you have lost a loved one. Please let us know so that
we may support you in your time of need.
No one should ever feel like they are alone when they are a member of Temple Israel.

What may I do if my time is limited, but I want to support TI?
Although we would love to see you around the synagogue – we realize that you may not be able to be here as much as you would
like to be. If you have the means you are welcome to sponsor:
 “Proneg” or Oneg at $75 each or $150 for both
 Erev Shabbat flowers, $125
 Make a contribution to any of TI’s Special Funds in honor or memory of someone or something
 Speak about Temple Israel while out in the community. Encourage others to try TI out for themselves and their families. By
growing TI through funding and/or membership, we solidify our future in Palm Beach County and have a place for future
generations to call home.
Still need answers, please do not hesitate to contact the Temple Office with your questions..

List of Temple Israel’s Special Funds
Call the Temple office at (561) 833-8421 for more information.
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Beautification Fund
Continuing Jewish Education for Adults Fund
Jewish Education for Youth Fund
Judaica Fund
Leadership Development Fund
Library/Media Center Fund
Mitzvah Fund
Prayer Book/Torah Commentary Fund
Programming Fund
Rabbi Emeritus Continuing Education Fund
Rabbi Howard Shapiro Youth Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Social Action Fund
Social Hall/Kitchen Fund
Special Needs Fund
Harvey Goldberg Technology/Innovation Fund
Vineberg Floral Fund
Warren Canfield Music Fund

To help with the rising costs of finance
charges on credit card payments, we are now
requiring a 3% convenience fee on
all credit card transactions.

Help our office help you!
Our members make generous donations to Temple Israel and
often ask the Temple to allocate them to two or more purposes.
Because not all of our accounts are held at the same bank, it would
be a great help if donations going to different banks were written on
different checks (this does not pertain to credit card donations).
Payments for the following can all be on one check and will be
allocated according to your instructions:
General Donations
Yarzheits
Annual Commitments
Brotherhood Dues

Fundraising Events
Koleynu Ads
Annual Journal Ads
Sisterhood Dues

High Holy Day Appeal
Class Payments
Religious School

Payments made to any "fund" (see list above), can be together on
one check and will be allocated according to your instructions. Contact
the Temple office if you have any questions.
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Contributions
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support

Technology Fund
In honor of:
Michael & Ann Small
from Shapiro Pertnoy Corp
In memory of:
Valerie Eaton's mother & step father
from Patti & Larry Abramson

TEMPLE SPECIAL NEEDS
In honor of:
Nancy Carter's birthday
from Joy FeBland
Linda Solomon's birthday
from Joy FeBland

Warren Canfield Choir/Music Fund
In memory of:
Frances Talkowsky
from Mrs. Roberta Stern

Beautification Fund
In memory of :
Pearl Kier, mother of Dania Schwartz
from Lora Baum
Billy & Peggy Hearn, parents of Valerie Eaton
from Lora Baum

General Donation
In honor of:
Ron & Ellen Goldenson
from Amy & Michael Jonas
Jennifer Green-Baer's birthday
from Joy FeBland
In memory of:
Pearl Kier, mother of Dania Schwartz
from Esther Perman
Peggy & Billy Hearn
from Esther Perman
Robert Krasnow
from Amy & Michael Jonas
Peggy & Billy Hearn
from Amy & Michael Jonas
Bobby & Peggy Hearn
from Michael J. Gelfand & Mary Arpe

Leadership Development
In memory of:
Babette Wolff
from Michael J. Gelfand & Mary Arpe
Pearl Kier
from Michael J. Gelfand & Mary Arpe

RHS YOUTH FUND
In memory of:
Irwin Berman
from Doris &. Norman Berman

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of:
Mitzvah Menorah
from Neal & MJ Rothschild
January 2017

Yahrzeit Donation
In memory of:
Eve Davidson
from Barry & Nancy Horowitz
Bob Krasnow
from Charles & Valerie Eaton
Anna Monashefsky
from Zelda & Allen Mason
Rose Kraft
from Zelda & Allen Mason
Ramona Oliel
from Jacqueline & Bernard Kandel
Ann Lichtig
from Rhoda and Dick Kleid
Loved ones
from Edward Sanders & Ronni Kaplan
Marvin Bogin
from Florence Bogin
Leonard Morris
from Irma Morris
Fanny Terr
from Judith Kanter
Jeanette Baum
from Mrs. Lora Baum
Ethel Philbrook
from Roberta Stern
Mel Neums
from Roberta Stern
John Leslie Livingstone
from Trudy Livingstone
Blanche Blicher
from Doris Ellenbogen
Valerie Eaton's mother
from Sandra Sternfeld
Robert Krasnow
from Sandra Sternfeld
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From the Educator

Iris Koller | Director of Youth, Family Engagement & Learning
Making Sure Our Seeds Take Root
Take a little seed;
Plant it in the ground,
And that seed will grow
As the seasons flow
With branches all around
From The Planting Song By Cantor Jeff Klepper
This month we celebrate the New Year of the Trees with the festival of Tu BShevat. Originally a taxing date
(for the produce of the trees), it has become a time to celebrate the concreteness of the contributions of
trees to our daily lives; remind us of our responsibility to care for the earth; and take a more mystical look at
what it means to reach upward even as we remain grounded to the earthly world.
As we look at trees it is sometimes hard to remember that each of them, even the giant redwoods, started
from a little seed. Some grew quickly, others took years or decades, yet it is only by planting and nurturing
seeds will trees grow and sustain our world.
So, too, with the Jewish people - it is sometimes hard to remember that those who have been lifelong
synagogue-connected members of the Jewish community began as small children. Yet, this love of and
connection to Jewish life began with seeds planted in young children.
Here at Temple Israel we are planting a variety of seeds, for we know that while one seed may take root in
the hearts and mind of some children, others might find a different seed more to their liking. The seeds we
are currently nurturing include:
An understanding of the power of community
The responsibility to help others is a value rooted in Torah
An understanding that Israel is a modern country in which “kids just like us” live
The power of prayer to calm and connect us to each other and to God
Living our values and understanding that no matter our age or size we can each make a difference - as
our students work to raise funds for the Kids Cancer Foundation and collect food for the hungry
School alone can only do so much. When families foster ongoing discussions and congregants support
student efforts, the seeds we collectively plant and nurture in our children today will grow to ensure a
vibrant Jewish future in the years ahead.

The Palm Beach Fellowship of Christians & Jews
invites you to a new series of Interfaith Dialogues!
This popular series is facilitated by Tom O’Brien, TI’s
Rabbi Howard Shapiro, and our new panelist, CB Hanif.
Free to Fellowship members; $10 guests (save $10 with
a Series Pass). Call 833-6150 for more info and to RSVP!

Feb. 7
March 14

January 2017
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Night of 100 Menorahs
December 30, 2016

February
Birthdays
1

Cynnie S. List
Gary Plavin
Eleanor Shiffman
Irv Silver
Lisa Caplan
Liam Fine
Bernard Cherry
Keren Eckstein
Adrianne Weissman
Doris Berman
Ella Preefer
Stanley Althof
Adam Baer
Jeffrey Mullens
Bonnie Sax

2
3
4
6

8

6
7
9
10
11
12
14
15
17
18

Richard Shugarman
Gregg Weiss
Linda Yosinoff
Theodore Leopold
Hanna Wildenberg
Judith Kanter
Barbara Levine
Robert Needle
Sylvia Siegfried
Erica Maltz
Emily Roth
Donna Fishman
Ann Small
Barbara Stern
Mara Frederiksen
Julia Rothschild
Stuart Bagatell
Rachel Green

19 Carol Loreto-Maddox
22 Nancy Berey
Carole Klein
23 Lauren Warshaw
24 Richard Baer
25 Marcie Gorman-Althof
26 Olivia Buhler-Lieberman
Alvin Jagoda
Paul Leopold
26 Irma Morris
28 Martin List
Zelda Mason
Sarah Sax
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Wedding
Anniversaries
11
14
18
20

Jacqueline & Bernard Kandel
Sondra & Frederic Fine
Linda & Ray Golden
Cherri & Michael Alexander
Koleynu

The Mussar Moment
Rabbi Shapiro
Sticky Notes.
The Mussar teachers didn’t know from sticky notes. They didn’t know you could paste them on your
bathroom mirror so that each morning when you brushed your teeth, you could be reminded that you are
more than the image reflected back. You are a soul; you are a living, breathing manifestation of a piece of
the Eternal, of the Universe, of the Matter that composed the stars.
One of the first Mussar lessons we learn is about humility. Dr. Barry Horowitz wrote about this last month.
The sticky note on the mirror attached to humility is “In the Divine Image” (B’tzelem Elohim). Our tradition
reminds us: that is how we are made, that is our essence. Humility is not about self-denigration; humility is
not about finding a corner of the room and occupying that space; humility is about allowing your essence to
shine through remembering that there are other divine essences around you. Humility is about finding your
place, occupying it and allowing others to occupy theirs as well.
It is hard to monitor this. The sticky note on the mirror helps. Am I always in need of being the center of
attention? Am I the quiet reserved one sitting back in his chair, rarely leaning forward? Am I comfortable in
my place? And here is the tricky part. It is true of all the Middot (soul traits). It isn’t static. Not at all. There
are perfectly appropriate times to stand up and shout; there are equally suitable moments to sit back and
listen. We move in and out of our rightful place depending on the occasion, cause, and demands. It is like
living on a rubber band. You find your level of tension depending on the situation you are in.
Sticky notes change during a Mussar year. There is no fixed order. This month I am putting up a deep blue
one with the word “Trust” written with a black sharpie. I am working on what is demanded of me given the
new political reality we have chosen as a country. More of that on my blog entry, A Cold Day in January in
my blog post found at www.rabbiunplugged.com.

President’s Circle Update
Nancy and Barry Horowitz | Chairs

We are well on the way in recruiting for President’s Circle Membership for 2017. We already have 7 new
members this year and the vast majority of 2016 members have re-joined for 2017. The budget
committee has asked us to increase our dues contribution by 10% this year and we believe that we will
reach or exceed our goal, as we did last year. We are therefore asking for more congregants to join and
for those 2016 members who have not yet committed for 2017 to please do so. The plaque outside of
the social hall will be updated in February.
President’s Circle dues account for almost 25% of the yearly revenues in our budget and roughly 45% of
the dues revenues. We literally could not do without the President’s Circle in balancing the Temple’s
budget! Indeed, support from President’s Circle members allows the Temple to continue to embrace
members who cannot afford the annual financial commitment and to provide services to those who are in
need. We are truly grateful to all of the President’s Circle members for going the extra step in
supporting Temple Israel!
We are in the midst of planning a cocktail party for President’s Circle members in the early spring. We
will also have our annual President’s Circle Shabbat in the fall. Please call the office or either of us to
join or if you have any questions.

January 2017
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Thank you to our advertisers and Koleynu Keepers!
Call the Temple office at (561) 833-8421 to reserve your space.

Implant, Cosmetic, and General Dentistry
The Palm Beach Towers | 44 Cocoanut Row, Palm Beach

(561) 832-4675
drjosephs@palmbeachdentist.com

ALAN R. SHUSTER, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Diplomate, American Board of Ophthalmology
Diseases and Surgery of the Eye
2220 SE Ocean Blvd. - Suite 101 - Stuart, Florida 34996

(772) 210-7070

(561) 425-7070

Agora Mediterranean Kitchen

Fine Plumbing Products Since 1921
Faucets. Fixtures, Lighting, Tile & Stone

Voted #2 in the World by tripadvisor
(561) 651-7474
2505 N. Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, Florida 33407
http://agorakitchenwpb.com

Marcy Goldblatt-Greiter
Showroom Sales
820 South Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach
(561) 650-7425 ext. 6503
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Visit www.Temple-Israel.com for more information about these events and programs and for the latest calendar updates.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

4

First Friday

Torah Study

Shabbat

7:00 pm - Proneg
7:30 pm - Service

Board of Trustees
Blessing

5

6

7

8

Religious School

9:30 am - 12:30 pm

9:30-10:30 am

Out of the Box
Shabbat
11:00 am

9

10

11

Sisterhood
Meeting

Rabbi Shapiro’s
“Next Person He
Wants You to
Meet” –
Unorthodox
Shabbat

Torah Study

17

18

Religious School
Family Dinner &
Beatles Shabbat

Torah Study

24

25

Brotherhood
Shabbat

Torah Study

10:30 am

MazalTots

Saturday

9:45 a.m.

9:30-10:30 am

5:30 pm

12

13

14

15

16

Religious School/
Family Program –
Tu B’Shvat
Celebration

6:00 pm - Proneg
6:30 pm - Service

9:30 am - 12:30 pm

19

20

21

OFFICE
CLOSED

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

22
60+ Lunch and
Learn
11:00 am

26
Religious School

9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Family Pre-K
Program
10:00 am

9:30-10:30 am

27

28

23

6:00 pm - Proneg
6:30 pm - Service

9:30-10:30 am

