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Temple Israel Education

On January 30th we celebrate
Tu Bishevat.  The name of the holiday
actually means the 15th day in the
month of Shevat.  If you ask most
children who have attended Religious
School, they will tell you that

Tu Bishevat is the birthday of trees. Why do trees need birthdays? The
Torah tells us that we can only eat the
fruit of a tree after the fifth year. So, this
date serves as a demarcation and it was
also used for the purposes of tithing. This
day was called the New Year for trees.
The actual date was set by the Sages after
the Torah was written.  They chose this
date because this is the end of the rainy
season is in Israel and the first buds of
spring appear.  This is an agricultural
holiday that established rules for the
people living in the land of Israel. So,
what’s the connection to us?

Since 1948, Jews around the world have celebrated Tu Bishevat as a
way of being connected to the state of Israel. They made donations
through the Jewish National Fund by “planting trees” in Israel. Others
taste the different fruits and species that grow in the land of Israel
during a
 Tu Bishevat Seder.  This custom was started by the Kabbalists of Sefat.
More recently, Tu Bishevat, the Jewish Arbor Day, has served as a

reminder that this
planet and its
resources are a gift, and
we must take an active
interest in its care and
preservation.

There are numerous
places in the Torah where we are commanded to act compassionately
and responsibly to the world in which we live.  The laws of Bal Taschit
command us not to waste or destroy wantonly. We are instructed that
even in war, we are prohibited from cutting down the fruit trees of our
enemies. The Jewish community has embraced these responsibilities
and this is reflected in many of our organizations.  COEJL, Coalition
on the Environment and Jewish Life, has put environmental protection
on the agenda of the organized Jewish community.  Kibbutz Lotan,
located in the Arava valley in southern Israel, blends the ideals of
Reform Judaism with eco values.

Tu Bishevat is an opportunity to stop and smell the flowers and observe
the trees. It is a day to remember that we cannot take anything for
granted and that we must tend to all of God’s creations in a responsible
manner.

Please don’t forget to support our Religious School fundraisers:
Personalized Haggadot and Pesach Candy. All of the information is in
this Koleynu and on the temple website. If you need help or have
questions, please call me in the office.

Happy Birthday to the trees!
Lisa Tenenbaum
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